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Grow and Serve Brochure 

After prayerful thought, be sure and turn in your 
brochure to the basket in the narthex on Sunday or in 

the office the rest of the week. More brochures are 
available if you need one. 

Grow and Serve 
 

Through the discernment process at MVPC during the Fall and Winter of 2017-18, one of the invitations we heard 
clearly was an invitation to Grow and Serve! 
 
That invitation was articulated after a long discussion which included recognizing that: 

 we need to be intentional in order to grow as followers of Christ (which is why we’re here as a church). 
 

 God works in a whole lot of ways.  Whether you’re called to grow and serve through the ministries of the 
church or in the context of the larger community of the neighborhood where you live; whether it’s by taking 
on new activities and challenges or letting go of something so that what you do might be more meaningful; 
as a church we can affirm how God is calling you to grow and serve. 

 

 There’s freedom for the different roles required by different seasons of life.  Sometimes you might be 
willing and able to invest time and energy to create something or to lead opportunities for others to be able 
to grow in their faith and/or serve God’s people.  Other times you may want to be part of a group or activity 
without the burden or expectation of leadership. And still other times, God may be inviting you to a season of 
rest. The key is that each of us is listening for God’s invitation and then responding faithfully.  The church 
values you and will accompany you on your journey no matter your season of life or role in the church. 
(continued next page) 



Resolving Everyday Conflict Class 
 

Approximately 20% of the congregation is participating in an eight-week class on Resolving Everyday 
Conflict.  Not only will the participants be better equipped at using Biblical principles for resolving 
conflicts as they arise, we expect that a number of people will discover that God has instilled in them the 
gift of being a peacemaker.   We pray and hope that, in addition to the culture of grace that He has 
already given to MVPC, God will add a culture of peace in each of us and the community in which we live.   

We are bombarded by worldly messages that appeal to our human nature e.g. “me first” and “you 
deserve to get what you want”.  Gossip, back-biting and the silent treatment are often the first signs of 
unresolved conflict.  In this class we are learning how to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us to true peace.  
Instead of trying to win an argument or avoiding tension we are learning to view conflict as an 
opportunity for God to be glorified.  Please pray for our class and that the God of Peace will radiate 
through us as we submit to the Holy Spirit’s leading rather than to our human nature.  

Our mission team will be hosting a MVPC table at 
the Love INC (Love in the name of Christ) banquet 
at St Joseph's center on May 11th.  This is an 
opportunity to learn about Love INC's mission and 
how you might help serve those in need in our 
valley.  Contact Becky Goodell if you are interested 
in joining our table. 

Over the last few weeks in worship we’ve been encouraging people to listen for God’s invitation.   
(4/29) in the context of worship we invited people to make commitments; to claim what invitation they were 
hearing from the Lord.  Over 50 people did! God is at work here and stirring in the hearts of God’s people at 
MVPC and the leadership of the church is excited to empower you to Grow and to Serve in the manners which 
will be faithful and life-giving for you! 
 

We put together a Grow and Serve brochure to help people know some of the opportunities which are available 
through ministries of the church right now.  In the brochure, we articulated a few roles which may fit where you’re 
feeling led and would certainly be helpful for the church.  In addition to the elected leadership roles of Elder and 
Deacon, and the decision making roles of “serve on a committee or ministry area team,” we also thought it would be 
helpful to name “Coordinators” who organize teams to carry out specific, ongoing tasks of the ministry of the 
church and “Opportunity Creators” who take on short-term leadership roles to create and/or lead opportunities for 
people to grow in their faith and/or serve God’s people.  Both roles have existed in the church and there are a 
number of people already serving in a variety of coordinator and opportunity creator roles, and now we’re being 
intentional about naming the roles and empowering people to take them on. 
 

In addition to potentially finding new interests, there are also places on the brochure to let us know how you are 
already participating in the life and ministry of the church and a place to let us know about opportunities you 
might be feeling led to create.  We are hopeful to receive a completed brochure back from everyone so that we 
can get an accurate snapshot of the church’s ministry, we can facilitate communication between different 
groups and we can fan the flames of the Spirit to empower you to follow God’s lead through the ministries of 
the church.  
  
Grow and Serve Brochures are available in the Narthex and the church office, or if you prefer to fill it out 
electronically you can  click here. (or copy and paste https://goo.gl/forms/6hjgEN9io3xdaB6Y2 into your 
browser.)  

https://goo.gl/forms/6hjgEN9io3xdaB6Y2


Meet Elder George Ridgeway 

Hi, I am George Ridgeway.  I am finishing up my 2nd three 

term as an Elder.  I have learned so much and met some 

really neat people.  I am awed at the dedication and work 

that the members of this church accomplish.  Collie and I 

have been members of Mount Vernon Presbyterian church 

since 2011.  We love the casual, open friendliness of the 

congregation. 

I am retired as a environmental health inspector with 

Skagit County Health Department.  This coming May 

Collie and I will celebrate our 53rd wedding anniversary.  Our daughter lives in the area 

and lets us babysit her three dogs and one cat. 

I like to make things with my hands, especially wood related projects.  I am an avid 

reader.  I am a geek who likes to help others solve their computer problems. Two years 

ago my daughter gave me a fitbit for Christmas.  I am walking 4 to 5 miles every day.  I 

practice Tai Chi and would love to teach anyone who is interested.  

    MVPC Calendar is on the website! New and Improved! 

If you are getting the newsletter online link to the website here:  

https://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar 

 to . If you would like a printed version stop by the church office. 

SUMMARY OF SESSION ACTIONS  From the clerk 3-20-18 

 Discussed bid from Fischer for deferred maintenance and addressing functional 
obsolescence.  

 Appointed Tom Howard to conduct the annual financial review using Presbytery’s 
checklist/guidelines. 

 Approved Membership and Evangelism motion to increase that ministry area’s budget 
by $500 with a new line item to cover the replacement of expresso machine (already 
done) and purchase of more logo mugs used a evangelism tools. 

 From Discernment: Session decided to host a Ministry Fair in April geared toward our 
invitation to “Grow and Serve”. Planned for April 15 and April 22. April 29th (5th Sunday), 
congregation will be afforded opportunity to commit to how they can commit to grow 
and serve. 

 Approved to move the April session meeting back a week to 4/24. 

 Pastor Dan is planning for a new member class starting April 29. 

 Received Deacon Ministry Update from Deacon guest, Ward Ernst. 

https://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar




May 2018 Children and Family Ministries 
May Sunday School Lessons 

  Seeds (Preschool)  Sprouts (K-2nd)  Saplings (3rd-5th) 

  Meets in Nursery  Begin in Worship  Begin in Worship 

May 6th Patience/Kindness  The Ascension p. 318* Lesson 29: Prisoner Paul 

May 13th Mother’s Day Craft  Pentecost p. 326*  Lesson 30: Apostolic Writings 

May 20th Goodness/Faithfulness Story of Paul p. 334* Lesson 31: Church Continues 

May 27th      End of the Year Sunday School Celebrations and Appreciation Sunday! 

*In the Jesus Storybook Bible 

Family Night ~  Everyone Welcome! 
The Family Night families have decided to meet every other Wednesday during the month of May.  
When it’s sunny we will be meeting at a local park.  Let Rebecca know if you would like to be on the 
Family Night email list.  We will meet May 2nd, May 16th, and May 30th from 5:30 to 6:30 pm! 

Creative Kids ~ Gifts to Give 
Kids (and adults) are invited to join the May Creative Kids “Gifts to Give” sessions where we will be 
creating gifts to give to others on Sundays May 6th to May 27th from 9:15 to 10:15 am in the 
Saplings Sunday School room.  It’s a great opportunity for kids to make gifts for people they love. 

May 6th Mother’s Day Gifts for the Mother Figures in our Lives 

May 13th Mother’s Day Gifts for the Congregation 

May 20th Appreciation Gifts for the Children and Family Volunteers 

May 27th Father’s Day Gifts for the Father Figures in our Lives 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, Director of Children and Family Ministries. 

Church Office 360.424.7675  -  Rebecca@MountVernonPres.org 

Summer is Coming!  Save the Date! 
MVPC Summer Children and Family Ministry Programs 
Summer Sunday School:  Sundays in June, July, and August 
Picnics at the Park:  6 to 7 pm every other Wednesday 
(June 27th, July 11th, July 25th, Aug 8th, & Aug 15) 
 

Summer Family Fun 
Children, Youth, and Family Summer Kick Off Campfire Night 
on June 20th at 6 pm 
 

Summer Vacation Bible School Day Camp  -  Register TODAY! 
9 am to Noon July 16th to 20th for Crafts, Science, Music, Stories, Games, and More! 

Playground Painting Day from 9am to 3:30pm on Sat, May 12th!  

Bring your favorite paint brush and a bucket to hold your paint.  It’ll be fun! 

Coffee, Donuts, & Lunch provided.  Sign up for all or part of the day. 





GODLY PLAY 

We are excited to begin a Godly Play Children’s Ministry program at MVPC in the Fall!  

Thank you to everyone who came out for the Godly Play Information Night and to the Godly 

Play Training!  We had a wonderful time experiencing and learning about Godly Play. 

There are still opportunities to get involved and support Godly Play as we set up the 

classroom over the summer.  Godly Play involves using beautiful, quality objects to tell the 

stories of  the Bible and we are still in need of  a few more stories to finish out our shelves.  

Please let Rebecca Holland, Director of  Children and Family Ministries know if  you might 

be interested in “Sponsoring a Story” or have skills in woodworking and fabrics to help create 

a few homemade stories for our Godly Play shelves.   Thank you! 

Playground Work 

Our Playground Improvement 

Project is almost complete 

thanks to the hard work of  

Bruce Lavers and his team of  

amazing volunteers!  They have 

put in countless hours replacing 

boards, weeding, and more!  

Thank you to everyone involved!  

Playground Painting Day from 9am to 3:30pm on Sat, May 12th!   

Bring your favorite paint brush and a bucket to hold your paint.  It’ll be fun! 

Coffee, Donuts, & Lunch provided.  Sign up for all or part of the day. 



Youth & Family Ministries 

May 2018 

Youth Group, Seekers & Explorers 

Youth Group, Seekers & Explorers meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month. 

Seekers/Explorers:  Seekers (middle school) and Explorers (high school) continue their 
studies, looking at Prophets and exploring the writings of Paul.  New members welcome!  We 

meet during Sunday worship on May 13 & 27 and June 10. 

Youth Group:  All youth are welcome to come to Youth Group for fun,  faith and food!  
Youth Group meets before worship at 9:30 on May 13 so families can celebrate Mother’s Day in 

the afternoon.  Youth Group returns to our normal time of after worship, 12-1:30, on May 27 
and June 10.   

 

 

 

 

Youth Volunteer Opportunities 

Youth looking for an opportunity to volunteer 
their time and talent— We have opportunities 
for you!  If you are interested in helping with 
any of the following events, please see Jodie! 

 Serving at Friendship House Café, 1st 
Thursday of every month, 4:45-6:45pm.  We 
meet at the church and travel together to 

join cooks from MVPC in the Friendship 
House Café kitchen.  This is a great way to 

serve our community and connect with those 
in need. 

 Group leaders, helpers and station leaders 
are needed to make Vacation Bible School a 

success!  Running Monday thru Friday 
mornings July 16-20, helping with VBS is a 
fabulous way to show kids in our community 

the love of Christ. 

 If you love our little ones, join them while 
providing summer nursery care in the MVPC 
nursery or be part of the summer Sunday 

School teaching team. 

 Our 2nd Annual Youth Camp-Out is planned 
for August 25.  Youth and adults are 
encouraged to participate in planning! 

Help Direct Our Youth Ministries 

All are welcome to join the Youth & 
Family Ministries Discernment Team.  
We meet quarterly to review and 
guide our youth and family ministries, 
programs, and activities.   

Our next meeting is 
Thursday, May 17 at 6pm in 
the Fireside Room.  This 
quarter we will discuss our 
summer programs and start 
preparing for the 2018/19 
program year. 

After our youth return from camp this summer, 
we will host an all-church Campers’ Lunch.  Please 

mark your calendar are Sunday, July 29 after 
worship, and plan on coming and helping out! 

Summer Youth Bookclub 

This summer our Youth & Family Minis-
tries will host a bookclub!  All are welcome to join !  
Look for the book list in next month’s Grapevine. 



Questions?  Please contact Jodie Kercheval, Director of Youth & Family Ministries. 

360-424-7675 or Jodie@MountVernonPres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May youth & mentor letter forms are available on 
the Youth Ministries page of the MVPC website:  

www.MountVernonPres.org.  May’s letter pays 
tribute to mothers and women of the Bible.     

 

Youth Mentors are encouraged to join in the Great 
Room on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 9:30am 

for donuts, coffee and conversation about the 
mentoring, growing, and the course of our youth 

ministries. 

 

We are looking for an additional mentor to connect 
with a young man in middle school that has 
recently joined our youth group.  If you are 

interested in mentoring our new student, please 
talk to Jodie. 

Coming Up ...  

Thurs., May 3 Serving at Friendship House 
Café 

Meet at church 4:45—6:45pm 

Sun., May 13 Seekers/Explorers Library / Great Room Start in 10:30 Worship 

 Youth Group Great Room 9:30-10:15 (Mother’s 
Day) 

Thurs., May 17 Youth Ministries Discernment Fireside Room 6:00—7:00 

Sun, May 27 Seekers/Explorers Library / Great Room Start in 10:30 Worship 

 Youth Group Great Room 12:00—1:30 

Thurs, June 7 Serving at Friendship House 
Café 

Meet at church 4:45—6:45pm 

Sun, June 10 Graduation Sunday   

 Seekers/Explorers Library / Great Room Start in 10:30 Worship 

 Youth Group Great Room 12:00—1:30 

Wed., June 20 CYF Campfire Potluck Jodie’s House in Conway 6:00pm 

Confirmation  

To learn, to grow, and to strengthen faith:  these 
are among the chief purposes of confirmation  In 
July we will begin the process of defining our 
youth confirmation process.  We will choose 
curriculum, set schedules and share ideas about 
how to make our confirmation process valuable 
and meaningful for the youth who participate. 

The great news is that we have not yet formed 

the team to make these decisions!  All who are 
interested in helping to define MVPC’s 
confirmation program, please let Jodie know.  



Tea @ 2 
A support ministry for 

caregivers of  people with 
dementia 

Thursday May 24th 
In the Fireside Room  

Enjoy tea and conversation and song 
with other caregivers. 

Barbara’s House 

Friendship House recently purchased a 
home located close to our Women and 

Children's shelter and just across the 
street from our Café. This home is 
dedicated as Barbara’s House and 

features five bedrooms for fixed/low 
income housing. We have two bedrooms 

on ground level, one of which will 
be ADA accessible and three rooms 

upstairs for folks with better mobility.  

How you can Help 

Cherished common Donations 

-Toilet paper, paper towels 
-Trash bags 
-Cleaning supplies 
-Laundry soap (liquid H.E. only) 
-Dishwasher/dishwashing soap 
-Shampoo & conditioner 
-Body wash, bar soap, hand soap. 
-Others as needed 

103 Snoqualmie St 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

Skagitfriendshiphouse.org 

360-336-6138 

Reflecting the heart of God by feeding, sheltering, clothing & healing...to empower those in need. 

If you would like to contribute in-kind 
donations please call us at 
360.336.6138. 
If you would like to make a monetary 
donation please do so on the website. 
Please write for Barbara's House in the 
message.  
Thank you for your support!  

E 
 of the living God through Jesus Christ 

E 
 in authentic friendship 

E 
 with the heart and hands of Jesus 



We have a small but dedicated group that meets to pray every Tuesday morning from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. in the Library.  You are always welcome to come pray with us.  There is no 
right or wrong way to pray, so don’t feel intimidated.  You don’t have to come every week—

come when your schedule permits. 
 
Would you like prayers, for you or someone you know?   
Email prayers.mvpc@gmail.com and you will be prayed for during this time as well as throughout 
the week.  You can also write your prayer request on the Friendship Register on Sunday mornings 
and they will be forwarded to the Prayer Team. 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER The Contemplative Prayer Group meets the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of every month from 6 to 8 pm to learn and experience a variety of 

contemplative prayers as a way to grow deeper in our relationship with 
God.  Everyone is welcome!  Please talk with Pat Papadopolus or Rebecca Holland if 

you have any questions or would like to find out more.  
 

   May 10  Lectio divina 
   May 24  Labyrinth with objects 

Prayer   Would you like to join our prayer group? 

Men’s Breakfast 
 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious 

home-cooked breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal. May will continue with a speaker from 
a non-profit organization. The speaker in April was from Love Inc. 

MVPC Knitting/Crafts 

Bring your craft project and 

enjoy fellowship with other 

MVPC knitters, crocheters, and 

more on the 4th Tuesday of 

every month from Noon to 1 pm 

in the Great Room.  Questions?  

Talk with Patti Allen. 

Women’s Fellowship 
Meets the 4th Saturday of 

the Month 

May 26th 9:00 am 

In the Fireside Room 



HEARING THE  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Are you having troubles hearing during service?   If so, come to 
the sound desk before service!  We have hearing devices 
available that can work with your T-Coil hearing aids or 
independently  of any other hearing assist devices.  

Are we missing your special 
date?  

Please contact the church 
office at 

MVPC@MountVernonPres.org , 
or call or text 

360-424-7675 so we can 
celebrate with you! 

MVPC Children and Youth Getting Ready for Summer! 

 Summer kickoff campfire/picnic on June 20. 

 MVPC teams up with the Methodist church to offer Vacation Bible School (VBS).  
       This summer VBS is July 16-20 at MVPC.   

 Summer youth-oriented book club will start in late June. The reading list will be available early June 
on the website and newsletter.  

 Summer Family Picnics in the Park will begin again on Wednesday, June 27th. Watch the website for 
details.  

 For more information about these and many other upcoming plans for summer, please visit 
www.MountVernonPres.org. 

1-Rob Wortham 

4-Louise Cheney 

   Henry Kostek 

6-Doris Epley 

8-Pete Brown 

9-Glory Olwete 

11-Dick Irwin 

     Melissa Johnson 

13-Ron McCarty 

     Jace Swanson 

15-Glenda Mitchell 

      Bill Nowadnick 

May Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

15-George & Collie 

Ridgeway 

16-Marcia Taylor 

19-Tom Howard 
23-Ted Kostek 

23-Keith & Beth Tacker  

26-David Neal 

28-Hannah Kercheval 

31-Timothy Long 

New Members 

Chris Hoke 

Connie Bowser 

Bill Bowser 

Pat Schlecht 



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 

Centering Prayer:                   Tuesdays at 9 am in Pastor Dan’s office 

Intercessory Prayer Group:  Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Library  

Contemplative Prayer:         2nd and 4th Thursdays 6-8 pm in the Great Room 

Small Groups:                         Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Family Night:                  Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at MVPC 

Friendship House:        First Thursday and second Tuesday @ Friendship House 

Creative Kids:        Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 am  

Youth Group:                  2nd & 4th Sundays, Noon-1:30 in the Great Room 

Chancel Choir:                         Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. 

Glorify!:                     Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Tea @ 2:                    Last Thurs at 2 p.m. in Fireside Rm                                      

Women’s Fellowship:             Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:                     Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  

Deacons Meeting:                   1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Worship Team Meeting:          1st Wednesday at noon 

Finance Committee:                2nd Tuesday at 5 p.m.     

Mission Team Meeting:          4th Sunday at 12:30 

Personnel Committee:            3rd Tuesday at 4:15 p.m. 

Session Meeting:          3rd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Christian Education Hour  

 The Bible Class 
 An in-depth exploration of the Bible through discussion-based study for adults  in the Conference Room. 

 Creative Kids 9:30 to 10:15 am 
 Kids of all ages express their faith creatively in the Sapling Room.   
 

10:30 Worship and Sunday School  

 Seeds Sunday School   Preschoolers are introduced to Bible Stories in the Nursery. 
 Sprouts Sunday School K to 2nd graders journey through the Bible.  Begin in Worship. 
 Saplings Sunday School 3rd to 5th graders study the New Testament.  Begin in Worship. 
 Seekers (2nd & 4th Sun) Middle School Youth seek meaning in Paul’s letters.  Begin in Worship. 
 Explorers (2nd & 4th Sun) High School Youth explore the Gospels.  Begin in Worship. 

 

11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   

 

*Nursery Care Available 9 am to Noon. 



 

This space is for the 

Story you would like to 

share about how God is 

at work in your life. 

 

 

 

 

Are you missing a coat, 

sweater, hat, umbrella, 

Rubbermaid container, 

dark glasses or cute 

little pink bunny? 

Check the coat rack in 

the hallway by the 

office. 


