
Pastoral Response to MVPC in the News March 30, 2020 
 

At Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church our hearts go out to the members of the Skagit Valley Chorale who have 

contracted Covid19, and especially those who are mourning the loss of loved ones and friends.  We have reached out to 

the director of the Chorale to see how the church can be of service to, and be praying for Chorale members in this 

difficult time. 
 

Yesterday, the LA Times published an article which identified the Skagit Valley Chorale rehearsal on March 10th as a 

“super-spreading event” that happened before restrictions were in place.  The Chorale has a longstanding agreement 

with MVPC to use parts of our church building for their regular rehearsals.  While this event was not a church meeting, 

the church and the Chorale are part of the same community, as such we feel a strong connection with them.  The 

original article was intended to serve as a warning for all communities about how easily the virus spreads, encouraging 

people to heed the advice of health professionals and government officials to “stay home and stay healthy.” 
 

From early on, MVPC has been seeking ways to be part of the solution to this crisis.  Before restrictions were in place, we 

organized a Covid19 task force to implement mitigation efforts within the building.  When the social distancing 

recommendations were announced by the Skagit Community Health Officer, MVPC cancelled midweek gatherings of the 

congregation and quickly decided to move all of our meetings and worship services online in order to do our part to help 

flatten the curve.  
 

There have been no large group meetings at MVPC since March 10th and no in-person meetings of the church since the 

Governor declared “Stay at home.”  MVPC Deacons have been regularly reaching out to members and friends of the 

church.  At this time, no cases of the coronavirus among the congregation have been reported to the church.  
 

In addition, the leadership of the congregation has been in communication with Skagit Community Health since the 

Chorale’s situation came to light on March 20th.  Community Health has assured MVPC that we are “beyond the time 

frame of any possibility of viral survival” from the event mentioned in the article.  Out of an abundance of caution, the 

leadership of the church took action March 24-26 to thoroughly disinfect spaces used by the Chorale, pursuant to the 

CDC guidelines. 
 

We have spoken with a representative from Skagit Emergency Management who stated that, for now, the best things 

we can do as a church are:  

1. Stay home (and if you must go out, practice social distancing and excellent hygiene). 

2. Take care of yourself physically and emotionally. 

3. Pray for those who are afraid, who are alone and who are mourning (including, but not limited to the members 

of the Chorale). 

4. Invest in relationship (phone calls, intentional time with those in your household, video chats, etc…). 
 

At MVPC everything we do is about knowing God’s love and sharing it with other people.  We accompany each other 

through the great joys and profound sorrows of life.  Right now our hearts break for the people who are directly affected 

by this disease in Skagit Valley and around the world.  If you are seeking prayer or would like to connect with someone 

from MVPC, please call the church at 360-424-7675 or email mvpc@mountvernonpres.org.  
 

If you are local to Skagit Valley and need help during this time of isolation, call the Skagit County Resource Assistance 

Line at 1-360-416-1892 and they will help get you connected with local resources. They’re open between 10 a.m. and 2 

p.m. daily.  And if you believe that you have been exposed to, or are exhibiting symptoms of Covid19, the Skagit 

Community Health webpage has guidelines and resources for you. 
 

I look forward to the time when we can meet again in person.  
 

May the Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
 

Pastor Dan Holland  
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