
Coronavirus Response Task Force Report August 2020 
 
Thank you all for your response to the re-opening survey conducted by our deacons.  Your responses 
revealed that our MVPC members and friends consider safety for all as a very high priority.  
 
Our Northwest Coast Presbytery is providing a solid leadership framework. Their invaluable 
recommendations as well as those on the PCUSA national coronavirus website  detail how 
Presbyterian Churches can best respond to this pandemic.  We are following our Presbytery’s 
recommendations.   Also,Washington State's “Safe Start” guidance for churches is clear about what 
our plans need to include prior to beginning in-person operations.  Here's what it says:  
 
"All religious and faith-based organizations are required to develop for each location (indoor and 
outdoor if applicable) a comprehensive COVID-19 exposure control, mitigation and recovery plan. The 
plan must include policies regarding the following control measures: 
 
● PPE utilization 
● On-location physical distancing 
● Hygiene 
● Sanitation 
● Symptom monitoring 

● Incident reporting 
● Location disinfection procedures 
● COVID-19 safety training 
● Exposure response procedures 
● Post-exposure incident recovery plan 

 
A copy of the plan must be available at the location for inspection by state and local authorities."  
 
The current situation: 

● The Northwest Coast Presbytery recommends lagging the State’s plan by one phase.  For 
example, while Skagit County is in Phase 2,  MVPC will use Phase 1 guidelines.  When 
Skagit County moves to Phase 3 the church building restrictions will be based on Phase 
2… and so on. 

● Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church is currently closed. The Counseling Centers of North 
Puget Sound and Underground Ministries’ social work offices are classified as essential 
under strict guidelines. 

● We are hopeful that a very safe vaccine is developed, accepted, and made easily 
available for all. Then we can go back to making joyful noises together again, in person 
and en masse! In the meantime we will continue to improve our virtual togetherness. 

 
What your Coronavirus Response Task Force is focusing on now: 

● Overall we are taking a “systems approach” while addressing the control measures above 
and developing a formal document, policies, and plan.  

● We strive to diligently understand what risks and benefits there are to the various ways 
that we can meet the challenges posed by the coronavirus.  

● How and when to use our physical church building and assets to further our mission. 
● How insurance coverage relates to this situation and how that impacts what we do. 
● Responding to non-MVPC groups who desire to use our building. 
● How to offer an outdoor in-person and Zoom hybrid worship service as the weather and 

coronavirus conditions permit. 
● How to offer support for wedding and funeral/memorial service gatherings. 
● How to gather safely with our other associated groups, youth, small groups, etc.  

https://www.northwestcoast.org/covid2019
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/


 
What you can do: 

● Correctly wear an effective face mask when you are around people other than those in 
your own household. 

● Wash hands frequently with soap and water.   Use a hand cleaner or spray bottle with 
alcohol-based cleaner for convenience if soap and water washing are not available. 

● Have a plan and reach out to us for help if someone in your household tests positive. 
● To reduce risk, shop at businesses that are following and enforcing current safety 

guidelines and are excluding unsafe clients. 
● For the sake of your household if you have symptoms like a fever, loss of taste, sore 

throat, malaise, or suspect infection or exposure to the virus, get an accurate test. The 
very accurate local test at Skagit Valley College’s drive through center takes upto 48 
hours, and is free with any symptom. Do NOT rely on a 15 minute rapid test as they have 
unacceptable false negatives rates. Remember that one can be asymptomatic which is 
contagious without symptoms, so err on the side of caution. 

● Look for the good things however small in this adversity, and focus on them. 
● As you are able, help others generously with Love and good judgement. 

 
In closing, please look for the “good fruit” in this time of challenge.  After all, that is how they will know 
us:  Matthew 7:16. We urge you not to miss this unique chance to wisely, safely, and carefully help 
others by expanding your practice of caring, refining your own understanding of your values and how 
you can express His love for your neighbor through your caring.  
 
Please reach out to Brad Clure with your thoughts or for assistance if you are in need and/or know of 
someone who needs additional help. 
 
Yours Truly and With Love, Your Coronavirus Response Team Task Force: 
Brad Clure, Sarah Catton, Lou Cheney, Connie Bowser, Sumiko Shinozaki, Colleen Higbee, Bruce 
Lavers, and George Ridgeway. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_7:16

