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I am the vine; You are the branches.  
John 15: 5  

September 11-18 
 

we are hosting families from family promise 9/11-9/18. 
Get involved! You can cook, stay overnight, or just sit 

and talk with our families. Contact Meredith Kostek for 
general information, Jodie Kercheval for food and 

entertainment, and Gary Jones for overnights. 

Help family promise with its major annual 
fundraiser, Homeless for a Night, where members 

of our community sleep in their cars overnight. 
It's happening September 17th at His Place 

Community Church on Burlington Blvd, 
and you can help by volunteering to sleep in a car 

and collect pledges, or sponsor someone.  
Ted Kostek and Bob Wygal are both accepting 

pledges here at MVPC.  
Help family promise in their goal to receive  

over $40,000 in pledges! 

September 11 
 

It’s salmon barbecue time again! Following the church service on September 11 you’re all invited to 

the annual “Fall Kickoff”. The church will provide a salmon dinner with potato casserole and 

coleslaw. Please bring yourself, your relatives and your friends and a dessert of your choosing.  

We will have coffee and lemonade for all. 
 

All our regular programs begin again, such as Sunday School, Tuesday Bible Study,  

Senior Shepherds (in October),  Family Night every week, and Prayer Group! 



At the August 16, 2016, Stated meeting of the Session, the following occurred: 
 

The meeting convened at 5:30pm in the Great Room with fellowship and dinner. 
 Following dinner members offered prayers concerning personal needs and needs of the church.  
 Deacon Sandy Ball spoke about the continuing emphasis on Congregational Care by the Deacons. They anticipate a joint 

meal with the individual care groups, and starting to send brief welcoming notes to visitors. Further, they are planning 
their annual retreat. 

 Elders Jones and Ridgeway proposed a survey of the congregation regarding Missions emphasis. The proposal together 
with the draft of the survey were discussed by the Session. On a motion, the Session voted to distribute the survey after 
final review by each Elder. 

 The Session accepted a bid from Esary Roofing of approximately $30,000 to replace the roof on the north side of the 
sanctuary building in order to stop the leakage of water into the Sanctuary. It is funded by $10,000 from the Maintenance 
Reserve Account and a $20,000 donation. 

 The Session approved a proposal to repair broken boards on the playground. A volunteer will perform the work. 
 Proposals to relocate the electrical outlet for the refrigerator in the room adjacent to the Great Room, and repair the 

lighting to the sign on 15th Street were tabled for the time being. 
 The annual Session Retreat will be held on August 27th at Heather Village from 9:00am to 3:30pm. 
 

At the July 19, 2016, Stated meeting of the Session, the following occurred: 
 

 The meeting convened at 5:30pm in the Great Room with fellowship and dinner. 
 Following dinner members offered prayers concerning personal needs and needs of the church. 
 Deacon Moderator Ward Ernst spoke about the continuing emphasis on Congregational Care by the Deacons.  
 They anticipate the care system will be up and functioning by September. 
 

 The Session elected the following corporate officers: 
President – Gary Jones, Vice President – Anne Long 
Secretary – Tom Howard, Treasurer – Beth Tacker 
Commissioners to Presbytery – Dave Neal and George Ridgeway; all other Session members are alternates. 

 

 The Session made the following Ministry Area appointments: 
Hospitality -  Bob Mitchell and Arlene Andersen, Discipleship – Patti Allen and Steve Hansen 
Ministry Support – Pat Papadopulos and Bill DeHon, Mission and Community Service – Gary Jones and George Ridgeway 

Worship – Anne Long, Evangelism and Membership – Molly Howard and David Neal 
 

 The Session made the following Standing Committee assignments: 
Nominating – Molly Howard, David Neal, and George Ridgeway 
Personnel – Patti Allen, Pat Papadopulos, and Steve Hansen 
Finance – Anne Long and Arlene Andersen 
Stewardship – Gary Jones, Bob Mitchell, and Bill DeHon 
 

 The Session appointed the following members of the Finance Team: 
Assistant Treasurer – Jodie Kercheval 
Financial Secretary – Leslie Braun 
Assistant Financial Secretary – Dee Jobe 

 

 The Session reviewed the Session Covenant and made minor language changes. 
 On a motion from Elder Neal, the Session approved the purchase of the hearing assistance equipment from Dimensional 

Communications, and authorized Elder Neal to accept their bid of $1,581.00, plus tax. The purchase is funded in part by a 
donation and by the Deacons. 

 Elder DeHon described several critical safety, maintenance and structural issues to be addressed in the near future. 
 Elder Mitchell discussed the low operating fund balance and some short term means to alleviate it. Money will be 

transferred from the Operating Reserve account to the Operating Fund. 
 Pastor Dan will be away the first two weeks of October. 
 

Tom Howard 
Clerk of Session 

A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE JULY AND AUGUST STATED MEETINGS OF THE SESSION 



 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious 

home-cooked breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Want to get more involved 
at MVPC? 

 

There are several ways to get involved in ministry  

at MVPC and newcomers are always welcome.   

Contact people are listed below. 
 

Mission Ministry Team:  Meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at noon at MVPC.   

Questions?  Talk to Gary Jones. 
 

Worship Ministry Team: The worship team meets 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m.     

at MVPC.  Questions?  Talk to David Neal. 
 

Prayer Team: The Prayer Team meets every 

Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the MVPC Library.   

Questions?  Talk to Pat Papadopulos. 
 

Check out the bulletin board near Good Shepherd 

Hall for other ways to get involved in worship 

and fellowship at MVPC.   
 

Listen for the Spirit … Blessings abound. 

September 
 2-Adam & Rebekah Weston 
3-Anne Long 
3-Mike & Katie Weeks 
5-Megan Nash 
9-Pete Papadopulos 

14-Vicki McCarty 
     John and Connie Shultz 
15-Phanice Olwete 
17-Ron Haworth 
20-Dan & Anne Long   
21-Chris Yerigan 
21-Gary & Vicki Jones   
23-Michaela Holland 
25-Larry Cole 
      Diane Jackson 
29-Claire Coalwell 
30-Dan Holland 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

The good fellowship, coffee, tasty refreshments,  
and warm fireplace go along with the spiritual lift.   

Come and see! 
  

All are welcome @ 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 

Want to keep up with  
what’s going on at MVPC?   

Check out the calendar that’s  
posted on our website! 

http://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar/ 

Operation Christmas Child 
Plans are already in motion for this year’s 

Operation Christmas Child!  This time we’re going 

to use the boxes provided by Samaritan’s Purse.   

If we don’t like them we’ll go back to the plastic 

shoeboxes next year.   

Any questions?  Talk to Barb Hazelwood. 

Knitting Fellowship 
4th Wednesday of the month at noon  

in the Fireside Room 
All are welcome to join, regardless of your  

knitting expertise (or lack thereof)! 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Senior Shepherds 
Yes, Senior Shepherds is coming back in October!   

We are looking forward to a lunch of soup (2 kinds), 
bread sticks, and yummy pineapple upside down 

cake.  We are going to listen to a representative from  
the Presbyterian Foundation. This all takes place on  

Tuesday, October 17 at noon in Good Shepherd 
Hall.  See you there. 



Meet Elder Arlene Andersen! 
I grew up on a farm in Western New York.  It’s called the Finger Lakes area.  My paternal 
grandparents lived on the same farm.  My maternal grandparents lived on a farm that could 
be spotted from our house.  Aunts, Uncles and Cousins lived nearby.  Most of them were 
Christians.  My parents definitely were and were fine people who did their best to practice 
what they believed.  I had an older brother and an older sister.  My family was active in the 
Seneca No. 9 Presbyterian Church which was built in 1807. 

I believed in God at an early age but my faith really grew when I went to a Christian camp 
with a grade school friend.  I came to know Jesus as my Lord and Savior at that camp.  I was 
privileged to attend several Christian camps as I grew up.  Our family did not have a lot of 
worldly goods but I grew up in a great environment.  After high school I attended a college in 
Ohio that had a work study program where you could earn most of your way through 
college.  I met my first husband at that college and only completed 1 ½ years there as I 
married my husband and then had our first son. I worked and had 3 sons while he completed 
college and then medical school.  He joined the Navy and so I lived in New Jersey and Florida before we came to Washington State.  Except 
for a year on the island of Guam, that has been my home since. 

The marriage dissolved and I lived singly for a few years.  I shared joint custody of my sons though they lived mostly with their father.  They 
were in Junior High and Senior High at that time. 

Dave and I met at work.  We have been married for 33 wonderful years.  I did finish college and have a 2 year degree from Skagit Valley and 
a 4 year degree from Seattle University.  Dave and I both worked as accountants. 

Through the years of moving around, I retained my faith.  I was involved in churches most of the time.  Usually they were Presbyterian but I 
did belong to the Nazarene Church for a few short years.  Dave and I transferred to Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church from University 
Presbyterian Church in Seattle. 

I enjoy reading, activities at the church and RVing.  I used to do quite a bit of hiking and belonged to the Mountaineers. I am most grateful 
to have grown up in a Christian family and I am truly blessed with my husband, Dave, 3 sons, 1 stepdaughter, 9 grandchildren and 17 great 
grandchildren.   

I am privileged to serve as an Elder for this welcoming church family. 

 
Save the date:  Yes, we know it is September, but planning has already begun for the 2016 Women’s Christmas Dessert.   

The event will be Thursday, December 8thth at 6:30 pm.  So mark your calendar now so you won’t miss it!  If you missed it last 
year, it was a fabulous evening for the women of the church and their friends.  Women will volunteer to host and decorate a 

table in Good Shepherd Hall.  The room will be full of beautifully decorated tables and we will invite our friends and neighbors 
for an evening of music, a speaker, viewing all the pretty tables and dessert.  There will be more information and pictures later. 

 

There are many opportunities to work on this event.  Please consider joining the planning committee.  We had a great 
committee last year, but we need more help.  Our first planning meeting is coming up – date to be announced.   

If you are looking for a way to get involved with the church this event will be a fun opportunity!   
 

Also, consider being a table decorator.  You will bring your own tableware and center piece to decorate a table, so that all the 
tables will be unique.   We want to fill Good Shepherd Hall, so we need lots of table decorators.   

To inspire you with ideas, watch for pictures of decorated tables in the Narthex this Fall. 
 

Tickets for the Christmas Dessert will be available beginning in November, before and after the church service.  Begin thinking 
now about the friends you will invite.  We expect this event to sell out.  This is a wonderful opportunity to bring your friends  

and neighbors from outside the church to an event filled with the spirit of Christmas.  
 If you have any questions please call or email Dee Jobe, Committee Co-Chair, at 360 630-0797 or doloresjobe@hotmail.com. 



Popsicle Time! Sunday School 

Praying for and 
Blessing the 

children before 
they go back  

to school 

Blessing the Kids 



Children, Youth, & Family ~ September 2016  
 

 

SUNDAYS  

MVPC Nursery:   9 am to Noon Sundays and during Special Services 

Creative Kids: 9 to 10 am Express Faith through Art, Music, & Drama (starts 9/18) 

Sunday School   During 10:30 am Sunday Worship (Begin in Worship) 

 Seeds Sunday School:   Preschool (and younger) Introduction to Bible Stories 

 Sprouts Sunday School: K to 2nd Grade Journey through the Bible 

 Saplings Sunday School: 3rd to 5th Grade (and Youth) Journey through Christianity 
 

 

WEDNESDAYS 

Family Night:  Everyone is invited for a family friendly time of food, fellowship, faith,  

  and fun every Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Saplings Room   

 and Great Room.  Family Night kicks off Wednesday, September 21st!   
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Mentors  Youth are matched with Mentors from the congregation who meet with  

  them once a month to walk with them on their journey of faith. 

Youth Group  Noon to 1:30 pm on the 3rd Sunday for food, fellowship, faith, and fun! 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  PUMPKIN PARTY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28TH 6 TO 7:30 PM 
Invite your family and friends to our Annual Pumpkin Party!  Bring your favorite harvest food to 

share and come ready for fun!  Costume contest, pumpkin carving, and more! 
 

“Like Us” on  facebook.com/MVPCChildrenYouthandFamilyMinistry 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, MVPC Children, Youth, and Family Director 

 "Thank you to everyone who helped clean up the Sunday School Rooms and clean out 
the Sunday School Art Cupboard so that we are ready for a new program year!" 



 

Thanks for 

another 

wonderful 

Vacation 

Bible School! 



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 
Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Library  

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

Small Groups:        Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Family Night: Wednesdays, 5-6:30 p.m. at MVPC (beginning September 21) 

Chancel Choir:       Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Glorify!:   Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Senior Shepherds: Third Tuesday of the month at noon. Join us October 18! 

Women’s Fellowship: Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:   Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Adult Education Hour  
Adult Classes: 
The Bible Class 

Join teacher Bob Rauch for an in-depth exploration of the Bible. This class is a discussion-based study and meets 
in the Conference Room. No prior Bible experience required. 

Kids Programs: 
Nursery Fun for birth-preschool age in the Church Nursery 

 

10:30 Worship and Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery / Seeds Sunday School -  Birth to preschool age kids are introduced to Bible Stories 
Sprouts Sunday School - kindergarten-2nd Grade (begin in worship) journey through the Bible. 
Saplings Sunday School for 3rd - 5th Grade (begin in worship) journey through Christianity. 

 

 11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   


