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VBS "Surf Shack" 2016 Needs  
(donations can be placed in the bin in office) 

 

-200 1 liter bottles (like water bottles)  
-200 Wide mouth bottles (like Gatorade) 
-200 Soda cans  
-Props and Costumes for drama (with your 
name on it if you want it returned) 
-Surf boards, paddle boards, and small boats 
for decorations July 18th to 22nd 

July 18-22 

Please sign up to provide a fun snack for Summer Nursery and 
Sunday School in June, July, or August!  Sign up on the Snack Sheet 

on the Narthex Board (outside of the sanctuary) OR let Rebecca 
know and she will add you to the list.  All you need to do is bring in 
treats to the Sprouts classroom (for 10 to 15 kids) and the Nursery 

(for 4 to 8 younger kids) by 10:15 am that Sunday.  Thank you! 

I am the vine; You are the branches.  
John 15: 5  

On Sunday,  May 15 we will welcome the following new members:  
 

Brian and Mackenzie Anderson, Doug and Sarah Catton, Madeline DeLia,  
Bob and Colleen Higbee, Toni Hulbert, and Brenda Raasch 



A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE APRIL 19, 2016, STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION 
 

  The meeting convened at 5:30pm in the Great Room with fellowship and dinner. 
 Following dinner members offered prayers concerning personal needs and needs of the church.  
 Development of a Purchasing Policy for the church was discussed. Elder Mitchell will lead a group to further 

develop a workable document. 
 The Session accepted the resignation from Session of Jodie Kercheval. 
 Discussion of the appropriate size and role of the Session continued. Elders Clure, Long, Jones, Neal, and 

Wortham will continue exploring the issue. 
 The Session discussed the refugee crisis and the recent earthquakes and what action by this congregation may 

be appropriate. No conclusion was reached. 
 Elder Mitchell reported the choir intends to sing throughout the summer, with special music scattered 

throughout. 
 The new furnace will be installed on May 2, 3, and 4. 
 Elder Neal reported on continuing research of a system for hearing-impaired people attending worship. 
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Saturday, May 14 
 

9-11:30 a.m. 
 

Refreshments provided! 
 

We’ll pull weeds, dead-head  
the Rhododendrons and pull 

up the dead plants.   
 

Everyone is invited!!! 

Thank you Lord for this beautiful place of worship and rest, this place of community 
and play, this place of caring and sharing. 
 

Our congregation continues to glorify God with its volunteer efforts.  On Saturday, 
April 9th a large group of people joined in the annual deep cleaning of our 
kitchen.  Others cleaned and shined all of the pews and furniture in the 
sanctuary.  You are all greatly appreciated for your efforts and enthusiasm.  It makes 
me want to have another work party just to enjoy the presence of your company! 
 

Additionally, the sanctuary roof has been sealed - please report any drips to the 
office! -  The new sanctuary furnace will be installed the first part of May.  All new 
thermostats will be placed, meaning there will be new ways to change the room 
temperatures.  Michelle will be well trained on how to work these!   
 

The church grounds are probably the most challenging at this time.  Prioritizing has 
gotten more difficult with the change in seasons and vegetation.  All verbal input and 
physical effort is appreciated.  We hope to have a calendar posted in the kitchen 
soon that will show what chores can be done at your personal convenience and 
where the supplies are.   
 

We are blessed with a loved and loving community.  Thank you so much for stepping 
forward.   
 

Ministry Support Elders 



The Beauty of the Body of Christ 
In countless sermons I’ve talked about the importance of being vulnerable and reaching out for assistance when it’s 
needed.  In other sermons I’ve said that the faithful community taking care of each other is one of the ways that a 
hurting world (which is often too quick to dismiss the presence and power of God) is going to see that the body of 
Christ is real, and that following Christ can make a profound difference in the way people go about their days.  And 
from my years in ministry I knew it happened all the time; people take care of each other.  I’ve heard stories of the 
church being there as people go through divorce or lose a loved one.  I’ve seen the ways people support each other: 
with meals during recovery from illness or surgery, assistance with chores and errands, and probably most 
importantly just being a shoulder to cry on when it’s needed.  I’ve even been a part of those efforts myself.  But this 
is the first time I’ve ever been on the other side of the equation… and it’s scary. 
 

Of course, my wife Rebecca’s cancer diagnosis is plenty scary by itself.   
I can’t remember a time that has held as much anxiety for me as the week 
we spent with seemingly endless scans and tests and the excruciating wait 
for results.  I thank God the results were good… I mean as good as they 
were.  With one chemo treatment down, there are still unanswered 
questions of how Rebecca’s body will respond as the doses begin to stack 
up.  So in truth, the journey continues to be scary, but we’re confident that 
God is faithful, and we’re grateful that we’ve begun to see the way the 
body of Christ works, from a new perspective.   
 

I’ve learned a lot in the last few weeks.  I’ve learned a lot about cancer, I’ve learned a lot about Rebecca, and about 
myself.  And I’ve learned a lot about what it feels like to receive grace upon grace from people who care about 
us.  Since we shared Rebecca’s diagnosis a couple weeks ago we have been overwhelmed by the well wishes and 
prayers and the offers for help.  It really is remarkable to recognize both the breadth and the depth of the care 
that’s offered by the body of Christ.  We were stunned by the response, and we are grateful for it.  I don’t want 
anyone to go through the kinds of things we’re going through.  Even though I know they will (and in fact many are 
already), I don’t want people to have to face fear and pain.  But what the last few weeks have taught me is that as 
much as I don’t want people to have to go through that kind of difficulty, I really don’t want them to go through it 
alone.  The church is, and can be an amazing source of support.  I’ve always said 
that as the pastor, but now I can also say that as someone who has seen the 
beauty of the body of Christ from the receiving side too. 
 

Thank you, 
Pastor Dan 

For updates on Rebecca’s journey, 
please visit her blog at: 

www.stonesofhope.com  
(when the link was sent out a 

couple weeks ago, there wasn’t a 
subscription option.  Now there is.  

 If you sign up, you’ll be notified 
when she writes a new post.) 

If you’d like to offer a 
specific manner of help to 
the Holland family (meals, 
shopping, projects around 
the house, etc.) Pete and 

Pat Papadopulos are 
assisting to coordinate our 
care response.  Please let 

them know how you 
would like to help and 

when/if the need arises 
you’ll get a call.   

The Hollands are not the only ones within  
our congregation who are in the midst of a 
difficult circumstance. If you like to prepare 
meals, do yard work for people who can’t, 
provide rides to church events or doctor’s 

appointments, or any number of other 
specific tasks that might help reduce the load 
in times of need; let the deacons know you’re 
available and when the need arises they’ll get 

in touch.  And if you find yourself in need, 
don't hesitate to reach out to the deacons to 

let them know how they can help. 

http://www.stonesofhope.com


I was born in Corvallis Oregon on November 19, 1943 to a father from Pittsburgh who was in the 
Army stationed at Camp Adair and a mother who grew up in Corvallis. Shortly after I was born, 
my parents travelled across country so that my dad could ship out from Savannah Georgia. My 
mom, her sister and I then drove back to Corvallis. When dad returned from WWII, he had a job 
waiting in Pittsburgh, so off we went to Pittsburgh. We lived for a short while in Pittsburgh and 
then moved out to the suburbs where I attended grade school and high school, graduating in 
1961. I grew up in Presbyterian churches in this suburb called Glenshaw and was confirmed and 
also attended Youth for Christ meetings in high school. 
  
My mom wanted dad to retire to the West Coast so she convinced me to go to Oregon State University in Corvallis where I lived with 
my grandparents during my freshman year and then in a fraternity for the remaining three years. I met my wife Glenda on a blind 
date my freshman year and we started going together in the spring of our sophomore year. We were pinned Sophomore year and 
then engaged Senior year. I completed my degree in Electrical Engineering during the summer of 1965 but started work for Boeing as 
a Research Engineer in June of that year. Glenda and I were married on June 20 in Glenda’s church, Fauntleroy Community Church 
UCC, and lived first in an apartment in Skyway near Renton and then in our first house in West Seattle. Our children, Erika and Robert 
Jr. were born while we were there. We taught Sunday school and sang in the Choir. 
  
After four years at Boeing, I decided that computer software was my real interest so changed jobs several times, first with a small 
computer service bureau, then with Burroughs and finally with Automix Keyboards where I became the system supervisor. Automix 
put me through an MBA program at Pacific Lutheran University from 1975 to 1977. During this period we moved to Redmond and 
attended Bellevue First Presbyterian Church where we sang in the choir. Upon graduation I found out that Automix was going 
bankrupt and quickly searched for another job, finding one in Bellingham as Corporate Controller for Ershig’s Inc., a manufacturer of 
fiberglass pipe and tanks. We moved to Bellingham into a rental house for a few months before we found a house to buy in Ferndale. 
We joined Ferndale United Church, a yoked Methodist and UCC amalgam, and sang in the choir. 
  
After two years with Ershig’s, I received a call from a management recruiter looking for a software development person to become 
one-third owner of a software company, Associates for Management Services. After some deliberation, I accepted and we moved to 
Woodinville. Shortly after we moved in, we received a call from the UCC Conference Minister who told us that a new UCC church was 
starting in Woodinville. We spent the next two years starting that Northshore United Church of Christ. We started the choir, we were 
each Moderator and on the board, and we taught Sunday School. At AMS, I managed 22 developers working on software for 
managing small manufacturing companies. About a year down the line, the company was sold to Software International of Andover 
Massachusetts for a half million dollars (we had each invested only $25000 in startup money). As part of the deal, I had to sign a 
contract which required me to stay for three years. 
  
A year later SI sold out to GE information Services who was not interested in the AMS product only the SI products. Since I had a 
contract, they continued to pay me and turned over the rights to our software to me. At that point, I started Future Software 
Systems, Inc. which I ran out of my house. I hired a salesman who was a dud and offered to develop custom software for the 
company the AMS had been renting space from. The rest is history. FSSI will be 32 years old at the end of this month. I’m retired and 
my daughter and son are running the company. We next moved to a condo in Everett where we became members of Everett First 
Presbyterian Church and, of course, sang in the choir and taught Sunday School, but we also played in the bell choir. 
  
We got into RVing when we lived in Woodinville and started a Good Sam chapter called the Tired & Retired SAMS while there and 
eventually left the group. We have our fifth motor home now and love to travel in it. In 2014/2015, we travelled first to the Balloon 
Fiesta in Albuquerque and then to Tucson and on to Mexico down to Mazatlan and then to the Baja and home and then following 
that with a major swing through the East. It’s good to be home for a while. This summer we will fly to Russia for a 12 day river cruise 
from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 
  
I have served as a Deacon and an Elder at this church, as the treasurer of the Endowment, in the choir, started the chime choir, and 
taught Sunday School. We are in the Stanwood small group and in Care Pals, where we do crafts weekly at Where the Heart is, and 
we have a group of us that sing monthly at Mira Vista. I’ve been very active in Kiwanis for 26 years and in the Barbershop Harmony 
Society for 38 years and hope to continue in each for many years to come. 

Meet Elder Bob Mitchell ! !  



April 29 and 30 saw 40 women come together to hear 

speaker Brita Hammit speak about “Life In The Zone”.   
 

We sang, we laughed, we cried!  We built cornerstone 

blocks.  We constructed a beautiful piece of art.  We told 

our stories and shared joys and sorrows.  New friendships 

were made and other friendships were strengthened. 
 

A work-in-progress, we now go forward with remodeling and renovating our lives.  With God as builder and His 

Word our blueprint, each of us continues on our way with: God our Father, Jesus our Savior, and the Holy Spirit 

our guide.  Praise be to God! 

WOMEN’S 

RETREAT 

I would like to thank the following women for their work on the committee:  Meredith Kostek, Molly Howard, 

Toni Hulbert, Lou Cheney, Dee Jobe, Chris Johnson and Patti Allen.  In addition to those lovely women,  

thank you to Glenda Mitchell for help in knitting the scarves, and to Tracy Hall, Barb Clure, and Margo Wortham 

for their beautiful music.   

Retreat 2016 was a wonderful gathering— let us begin praying about 2017!!! 
 

With a grateful heart,  

Loretta Vander Pol 



 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious 

home-cooked breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal. 
Childcare Is Provided! 

Men’s Breakfast 

May  Want to get more involved 
at MVPC? 

 

There are several ways to get involved in ministry  

at MVPC and newcomers are always welcome.   

Contact people are listed below. 
 

Mission Ministry Team:  Meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at noon at MVPC.   

Questions?  Talk to Gary Jones. 
 

Worship Ministry Team: The worship team meets 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m.     

at MVPC.  Questions?  Talk to David Neal. 
 

Prayer Team: The Prayer Team meets every 

Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the MVPC Library.   

Questions?  Talk to Pat Papadopulos. 
 

Check out the bulletin board near Good Shepherd 

Hall for other ways to get involved in worship 

and fellowship at MVPC.   
 

Listen for the Spirit … Blessings abound. 

1-Rob Wortham 
4-Louise Cheney 
   Henry Kostek 
6-Doris Epley 
8-Pete Brown 
9-Glory Olwete 
11-Dick Irwin 
     Melissa Johnson 
13-Ron McCarty 
     Jace Swanson 
15-Glenda Mitchell 
      Bill Nowadnick 

15-George & Collie Ridgeway 
16-Marcia Taylor 
19-Tom Howard 
23-Ted Kostek 
23-Keith & Beth Tacker  
26-David Neal 
28-Hannah Kercheval 
31-Timothy Long 
31-Harry & Katie Worley  

Are we missing your special date?  
Please contact Michelle in the church office at 

Michelle@MountVernonPres.org or  
424-7675 so we can celebrate with you! 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

4th Saturday of the Month 
The good fellowship, coffee, tasty refreshments,  

and warm fireplace go along with the spiritual lift.   
Come and see! 

  

All are welcome @ 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 
 

Nursery care is available in the church nursery so both 
Moms and Dads can both enjoy their separate gatherings. 

Senior 
Shepherds 

 

Tuesday, May 17 @ noon 
 

Anyone over 50 is invited to come.   
Bring a friend, neighbor, or relative and  

enjoy a delicious meal and program.   
Great meal and great fellowship.  

This is the last one of the program year  
so make sure you don’t miss it!! 

Please sign the 'reservation sheet'  
(by the fellowship coffee pot)  

so adequate food can be prepared.   

Want to keep up with  
what’s going on at MVPC?   

Check out the calendar that’s  
posted on our website! 

http://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar/ 

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 



Thanks to Mr. Gary 
for letting us come  
to his farm and see 

the new babies!!! 



MVPC Children, Youth, & Family ~ May 2016  

 

SUNDAYS 

Sunday School during 10:30 am Worship 
  Seeds (Pre)/Sprouts (K to 3rd)  Saplings (4th to 8th Grade) 

May 1st Ezra (p. 170)     Ezekiel (Lesson 30) 

May 8th Special Mother’s Day Activity  Ezra and Neh. (Lesson 31) 

May 15th Pentecost (p. 326)    Review I (Lesson 32) 

May 22nd Paul (p. 334)    Review II (Lesson 33) 

May 29th Revelation (p. 342)   5th Sunday Worship Service 

Sprouts (K to 3rd) and Saplings (4th to 8th) begin in worship and then head to their classes, while Seeds (Preschoolers) 

begin and meet in the Seeds side of the nursery.  Seeds and Sprouts are journeying through the Jesus Storybook Bible 

while the Saplings are exploring the Old Testament as part of a 3 year rotation of New Testament, Old Testament, and 

Church History to prepare them for Middle School Confirmation Class. 

 

Nursery during 9 am Adult Ed and 10:30 am Worship 
Birth to Preschoolers play in the church nursery while their parents attend 9 am Adult Ed and the 

10:30 am Worship Service.  Everyone in the nursery is invited to join the Seeds Sunday School story, 

activity, and snack happening in the Seeds side of the Nursery during Worship. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT SPRING SESSION 
Everyone is invited to attend Family Night on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Saplings and 

Great Room for an organized potluck dinner, a family friendly faith activity, and fellowship time.  

Talk with Rebecca if you’d like to be on the email reminder list.  During our Spring Session (4/13-

5/18), we will explore Serving Others through Mission and Service. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
1st Thursday from 4:45 to 6:45 pm  -  Service Project (must RSVP with Rebecca) 

3rd Sunday from Noon to 1:30 pm  -  Youth Group (pizza, faith, and fellowship) 

 

BE A SUMMER CYF VOLUNTEER! 
We need volunteers to be a part of the Summer Sunday School Team (one Sunday a month), Summer 
Nursery Team (one Sunday a month), and Summer VBS Team (8:30 am to Noon July 18th to 
22nd).  Please talk with Rebecca if you are willing and able! 
 

Vacation Bible School 2016 
MVPC will be hosting (with First United Methodist Church) our annual Vacation Bible School for 

Preschool to 6th Grade, the mornings of July 18th to 22nd.  Register today! 
 

 

“Like Us” on  facebook.com/MVPCChildrenYouthandFamilyMinistry 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, MVPC Children, Youth, and Family Director 



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 
Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Library  

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

Small Groups:        Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Family Night: Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at MVPC 

Chancel Choir:       Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Glorify!:   Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Senior Shepherds: Third Tuesday of the month at noon. Join us! 

Women’s Fellowship: Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:   Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Childcare provided on the 4th Saturday so Moms and Dads can attend! 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Adult Education Hour  
Adult Classes: 
The Bible Class 

Join teacher Bob Rauch for an in-depth exploration of the Bible. This class is a discussion-based 
study and meets in the Conference Room. No prior Bible experience required. 

Kids Programs: 
Nursery Fun for birth-preschool age in the Church Nursery 
 

10:30 Worship and Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery Care available for infants through toddler in the Nursery 
Seeds Sunday School for preschool age kids in the Seeds Room 
Sprouts Sunday School for kindergarten-3rd Grade in the Sprouts Room (begin in worship) 
Saplings Sunday School for 4th-8th Grade in the Saplings Room (begin in worship) 
 

 11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   


