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1 John 4:19 says “We love because God first loved us.”  A few verses earlier John wrote that we ought to love 

one another because God loved us so much…  As the stewardship committee reflected on this year’s 

stewardship season, that idea floated to the top over and over again.  When we know that we are loved by 

God, it will enable us, and perhaps even drive us to give of ourselves in order to love one another. 
 

That love might be expressed in any number of ways through the church: our gatherings in the church 

building or at people’s homes; the staff and the deacons taking time to meet and counsel with people in need; 

worshipping together; serving God’s people through any of our  mission projects; praying with and for 

members and friends of the church; or using your gifts and skills to make our ministry function more 

effectively. These are just some of the ways we share in God’s love together as the church and offer God’s 

love to the community. 
 

Over the course of the next month we’ll be entering into our stewardship focus.  The heart of any season set 

aside for stewardship is taking time to step back from what may be a whirlwind of everyday life in order to 

reflect on God’s goodness and grace, to remember the depth of Christ’s love, to listen for the leading of the 

Holy Spirit and to consider your role in the life and ministry of our church.  As is always the case, God invites 

us to be intentional about how we use the gifts that we’ve been given in order to love and serve the Lord and 

one another. The ministry of MVPC is made possible by you, giving of yourself… giving your time and energy, 

using your gifts, contributing your resources so that we all might love because God first loved us. 
 

Keep your eye out for a mailing from the church later this month, look forward to worship where we will 

celebrate some of the highlights of the ministry of MVPC over the last year and mark November 11th on your 

calendar now as the day we will receive financial pledges for 2019 and celebrate after worship with our 

annual Giving Thanks Luncheon. 

 

Grace and Peace to you, The Stewardship Committee 

 

Annual Pumpkin Party 

Wednesday October 24th     5:30—7:00 pm 

Enjoy a potluck dinner, crafts, piñata and PUMPKIN 
CARVING. Costumes are encouraged but not required. All 

ages Welcome! 



Giving 
Thanks 
Lunch 

November 11, 
2018 

Celebrating bringing our gifts  

back to God. 

September Session Notes from the Clerk 

 Set theme for session retreat: Develop a Long Term  Ministry Plan (LTMP). 
 
*     Approved paint and carpeting for Good Shepherd Hall (GSH).  GSH will be off limits for functions        
October 3-19 for painting and carpet laying. 

 

The worship team is looking for musicians, 
singers, actors, and narrators for an 
intergenerational MVPC Christmas 

Program during 10:30 am Worship on 
Sunday, December 16th.  Please sign up in 

the church office.  Once we know who 
would like to be involved, we will set up 

rehearsals.  All ages welcome!  

CPR TRAINING 
Candle lighting Training 

Membership Orientation 

 

We’re looking to start a membership orientation course within the next few weeks! 

 

Whether you’re a long time friend or a relative newcomer to MVPC, you’ll have a chance to share your story, 
get to know people considering membership and gain insight into our answers to three fundamental questions 
for every organization: 

 

“Who are we?” “What do we do?” “Why does it matter?” 
 

The course is designed primarily for people exploring the possibility of becoming members of MVPC but 
everyone is welcome.  If you’ve ever wondered how the church functions, or who’s responsible for which 
aspects of the church’s ministry; if you question what it means to be Presbyterian or what the larger church 
believes, if you want to ask questions of the MVPC leadership or to get more involved in our local faith 
community, this course is an excellent opportunity.  We’ll learn and grow as we journey together. 
 

The course will be led by Pastor Dan along with some of the other leaders of the church.  There will be three 
sessions between an hour and a half and two hours long each. Please get in touch with the church office to 
express your interest.  We’ll try to pick a meeting time that will work for everyone who would like to take part. 



Tea @ 2 is taking a break over the winter 
A support ministry for caregivers of  people with dementia. 

NEXT MEETING: March 28th in the Fireside Room 
Enjoy tea and conversation and song with other caregivers. 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
Linger in the church library sometime and you will be surprised at what is there.  

 

How to Spell Presbyterian—Here is a book that will clarify why you are standing in a 
church library. 

Fabric of Faith—A guide to the Prayer Quilt Ministry. According to the book jacket, it will 
bring God into the process. Not a quilter? Just enjoy the color, design, and passion of 
quilts. 

Biblical Costumes—Because you never know when you might need one. Be amazed by 
the detail. 

The Annual Women's Dessert will be on the evening of Thursday, 
December 13th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm for an evening of Christmas 

fellowship and inspiration.  

 We are in need of volunteers to help make the event happen!  Please sign up 

in the church office if you are able to: 

-Be a Table Decorator (decorating a table with place settings for 8) 

-Sell tickets before or after church on Nov. 18th, 25th, Dec. 2nd and 9th 

-Set up tables on December 12th at 3 pm 

-Serve the dessert, coffee, and tea during the event on December 13th from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm 

-Clean up following the event on December 13th from 8:30 to 9 pm 

The Purse Project is a ministry adopted by the Women's Fellowship to serve the women 
in need in our community.  The purpose is to fill purses with things that will make a 
women feel good about herself.  While there are many services already in our 
community, this focuses solely on the woman as a person.  We would like to collect 
gently used purses of any size, and the items we need to fill them are:  TRAVEL SIZE 
hygiene items--toothpaste and toothbrushes, shampoos, conditioners, shower soap, bar soap, 
etc.  Hotel sized items are perfect.  In every purse we put a brush or comb, small notebook and pen or 
pencil, a book to feed their mind, and this time of year, scarves, gloves and socks.  Always welcome 
are shoe laces, manicure kits, sewing kits, small bottles of perfume, playing cards, puzzle 
books...anything that would make a woman feel cared for and good about herself.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office 360-424-7675 or mvpc@mountvernonpres.org.  



October 2018 Children and Family Ministries 

Godly Play Sunday Program 

Begin in Worship & Return in Fellowship 

Kindergarten to 5th Grade 

Montessori-style Christian Education 
 

10/7  -  Story of  Creation 

10/14  -  Story of  the Ark and Flood 

10/21  -  Story of  the Great Family 

10/28  -  Story of  the Exodus 

Church Nursery  

Sundays 9 am to Noon 

Drop Off  & Pick Up 

Play  -  Story  -  Craft 
 

10/7  -  Tower of  Babel 

10/14  -  God’s promise to Abraham 

10/21  -  Abraham and Isaac 

10/28  -  Jacob, Rachel, and Leah 

Family Small Group 

The Family Small Group kicks off  on 

Sunday, October 14th from 5 to 6 pm.  

Dinner will be provided and we will take 

some time to get to know each other and 

talk about our hopes for the group as we 

continue to meet on the 2nd and 4th 

Sundays during the 2018-2019 program 

year.  Please talk to Rebecca if  your 

family is interested in joining the fun. 

Pumpkin Party on October 24th 

We hope to see you all for the annual 

MVPC Pumpkin Party from 5:30 to 

7 pm on Wednesday, October 24th!  

We will enjoy a potluck dinner, 

crafts, piñata, and, of  course, 

PUMPKIN CARVING!  Everyone is 

invited  -  please invite your friends  -  

costumes encouraged! 

MVPC Kid’s Choir  

Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

5:30 to 6pm  -  Singing! 

6 to 6:30 pm  -  Potluck Dinner 

Talk with Rebecca to sign up! 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, Director of  Children and Family Ministries. 



Youth & Family Ministries 

October 2018 

Youth Mentors:  If you would like to actively support your youth 
in their Confirmation program, please see Jodie for your mentor 
guide and to get ideas on how else you can be involved!  Mentors 
can also ask your youth if they have extra-curricular events such 
as concerts and games that you can attend to support them!  In 
addition, we are starting to plan our Christmas program.  Please 

let Jodie know if you would like to participate! 

Questions?  Please contact Jodie Kercheval, Director of Youth & Family Ministries. 

360-424-7675 or Jodie@MountVernonPres.org 

Regularly Scheduled Youth Programs 

(September 9, 2018—June 9, 2019) 

Seekers & Explorers Youth Classes:  Seekers (MS) and Explorers (HS) classes are held 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.  Students are excused from worship to their 
classes in the Library (Seekers) or the Great Room (Explorers).  Classes use the PC(USA) 
Feasting on the Word tweens and youth curriculum to study the Bible and relate its wisdom 
to their everyday lives. 

Youth Group:  All middle and high school students are encouraged to attend Youth Group 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, 12-1:30 in the Great Room.  We enjoy lunch 
together, catch up on each other’s lives, and celebrate our faith through lessons, worship, 
service projects and artistic reflection.   

Confirmation:  Our confirmation program aims to give participating youth the foundations 
of our faith so they are prepared to claim it as their own.  Classes are on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month throughout the program year from 6:00-7:30pm in the Great Room.  
Following the PC(USA) Big God Big Questions curriculum, we reflect on the fundamentals 
of our faith and how that translates into a life committed to following Jesus.  To register 
for the confirmation program please see Jodie Kercheval or contact the church office. 

Pumpkin Party 10/24! 

Come one, come all to our annual 
Pumpkin Party on 

Wednesday, October 
24 5:30-7:00.  We will 
enjoy a potluck dinner, 

crafts, games, a 
costume contest and 

carve pumpkins! 

Christmas is Coming! 

While Christmas is still months away, we 
are starting to think about how we can 
celebrate the Christmas story during 

worship on Sunday, December 16.  We are 
also teaming up with Underground Ministries again on 

their Underground Christmas program, connecting 
incarcerated dads with their kids.  To get in on the 

planning for these events, please contact Jodie! 



2018 Summer Youth Retreat! 

Our 2nd Annual Summer Youth Retreat took place at the end of August.  The Youth Group 
spent an entire day together playing games, creating art, roasting hotdogs and s’mores and 
considering how to be purposeful about celebrating the talents and passions that God has given 
them with the world.  May God bless our youth this school year and always.   



Meet Elder Pat Papadopulos 

Hi everyone!  I am Pat Papadopulos, Elder for MVPC for 5 years now.  This is 

my final year as an active elder and I am beginning to wonder where my new 

place will be in our church home.  Peter and I have been members here for 

about six years.  We moved to Mount Vernon from Bellevue about 12 years 

ago.  We raised our three children in King County and now have 7 grand 

children with whom we are able to stay in close contact, thank you Lord! 
 

In my current spiritual journey, God has made a few requests of me.  A few 

years ago I attended a training for Spiritual Direction.  I now have an active 

practice and enjoy walking along side others as they take time to deepen their 

relationship with God.  This year I have been challenged to get to know Jesus in a different way.  I am 

now participating in an Ignatian Retreat, which will be time spent daily in contemplative prayer and 

frequent spiritual direction.  God has given me the desire to go deeper with Him.  I can’t wait to look back 

on the growth of  my relationship with Jesus Christ at the end of this practice.   

THANK YOU CORNER 

 Thank you for the many who are taking the time and talent to give Good 
Shepherd Hall a make-over. 

 Thanks to those who volunteered their time and talent in the office during the absence of our Ministry 
Facilitator Office Coordinator. 

 To all the teachers and staff who are leading the Godly Play learning. 

*    To Josh, David and all those who are praising God with music and song. 

*    To Jodie for encouraging the youth. 

 To everyone who helped with making the Family Promise week a joyful event. 

 A huge thank you to Margie Riedel and Jan Eerkes for 
quilting beautiful sit-upons for the kids in the Godly Play 
classroom.  

 Thank you also to Bruce Lavers for attaching a rope to our 
dessert box so that it is easier for the Storytellers to 
maneuver it.   

 

If you would like to acknowledge your gratitude for someone’s 
role in the church in next month’s newsletter please email 
Barbara in the church office. Office.mvpc@gmail.com 

 

A HUGE shout out to all who helped with the Salmon BBQ!  Every one who 
assisted played a key role in making this a SUCCESS; from initial planning, to 

setup, to preparing, cooking and serving, to tear down and cleaning 
afterwards.  Thank you one and all, for your help!  And thank you to those who 

attended and enjoyed such a tasty meal!        Warmly, Hospitality Team 



We have a small but dedicated group that meets to pray every Tuesday morning from 10:00 
to 11:00 a.m. in the Library.  You are always welcome to come pray with us.  There is no 
right or wrong way to pray, so don’t feel intimidated.  You don’t have to come every week—

come when your schedule permits. Centering Prayer, a form of contemplative prayer, is held on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 in Pastor Dan’s office. 
 

Would you like prayers, for you or someone you know?   
Email prayers.mvpc@gmail.com and you will be prayed for during this time as well as throughout 
the week.  You can also write your prayer request on the Friendship Register on Sunday mornings 
and they will be forwarded to the Prayer Team. 
 

Talk to Pat Papadopulos if you have any questions about the Prayer Team, or just about praying in 
general.   

Prayer   Would you like to join a prayer group? 

MVPC Knitting/Crafts 

Bring your craft project and enjoy 

fellowship with other MVPC 

knitters, crocheters, and more on 

the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of every 

month from Noon to 1 pm in the 

Great Room.  Questions?  Talk 

with Patti Allen. 

E  of the living God through Jesus Christ 

E  in authentic friendship 

E  with the heart and hands of Jesus 

 Living Tree 
Several years ago this tree came into 

existence in Good Shepherd Hall. Look at it 
closely to find your name among the 

fellowship of Followers of Christ. Let us 
know if your name is not up there! 



HEARING THE  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Are you having troubles hearing during 
service?   If so, come to the sound desk before 
service!  We have hearing devices available that can work with 
your T-Coil hearing aids or independently  of any other hearing 
assist devices.  

 

Are we missing your special date?  
Please contact the church office at 

mvpc@mountvernonpores,org 
 or call or text 

360-424-7675 so we can celebrate with you! 

Men’s Breakfast 

Next Date is October 27th 
 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the month 
at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious home-cooked 

breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal.  

Women’s 
Fellowship 
Meets the 4th 

Saturday 

 of the Month 

October 27th 

 9:00 am 

In the Fireside 
Room 

2-Patti Allen 

4-John Shultz 

8-Cameron  Hazelwood 

   Courtney Hazelwood 

9-Ben Rogers 

10-Rose Cooksey 

11– Frances Oyamo 

12–Ginny Howe 

13-Susan Schlumberger 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

15-Darren Overby 

20-Doris Hansen 

26-Sadie Rutledge 

28-Amanda Scoby 

Miscellaneous 

 Sarah Maas (one of the MVPC 

mom's) is one of the leaders of 

the Mount Vernon MOPS 

(Mothers Of Preschoolers) 

group and is looking for 

volunteers who might be able 

and willing to help on the 

childcare team during the 

MOPS meetings on the 1st, 3rd, 

and/or 4th Tuesdays of the 

month from 9:15 am to 11:30 

am.  Please call the church 

office or let Sarah know if you 

might be interested! 

 New offering envelopes for 

2019 will be mailed out 

sometime in November.  If you 

are not currently using them 

and would like to start in 2019, 

please contact Leslie Braun or 

leave a message with the 

Church Office.  

 Bev Helton noticed her email is 

incorrect in the directory. Call 

the church office for the correct 

email or if you see more 

needed corrections. 



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 

 

Centering Prayer:                   Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Pastor Dan’s office 

Intercessory Prayer Group:  Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Library  

Small Groups:                         Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Friendship House:        First Thursday and second Tuesday @ Friendship House 

Family Small Group:       Second and fourth Sundays 5:00-6:00; food, fellowship, fun 

Youth Group:                  2nd & 4th Sundays, Noon-1:30 in the Great Room 

Chancel Choir:                         Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:30 pm  

Kids Choir:                          1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 5:30—6:30 

Glorify!:                     Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Tea @ 2:                    Last Thurs at 2 p.m. in Fireside Rm  (March through Sept)                                   

Women’s Fellowship:             Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:                     Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  

Deacons Meeting:                   1st Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Personnel Committee:            3rd Tuesday at 4:15 p.m. 

Session Meeting:          3rd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team Meeting:          1st Wednesday at noon 

Finance Committee:                2nd Tuesday at 5 p.m.     

Mission Team Meeting:          4th Sunday (Stay tuned for meeting time) 

Children and Family  

Discernment Team:   3rd Sunday of Oct, Jan, April & July 8:30-10 a.m.    

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Christian Education Hour  

 The Bible Class 
 An in-depth exploration of the Bible through discussion-based study for adults  in the Conference Room. 

  

10:30 Worship and Sunday School  

 Nursery Preschoolers are introduced to Bible Stories. 
 Godly Play (K through 5th)  Begin in Worship and will be returned to parents at 11:45 
           during Fellowship time. 
  Seekers  & Explorers (Middle6-8th & High school 9-12th) during worship on 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   

Noon—1:30 Youth Group meets on 2nd & 4th Sundays 

 

*Nursery Care Available 9 am to Noon. 


