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Thank you to all the amazing volunteers 
who keep this church running smoothly.  

We couldn’t do it without you! 
Volunteers help in the Sunday School 
program, lead adult small groups and 

studies, help out in the office, clean the 
sanctuary mid-week, do yard work 

outside and building maintenance inside, 
lead committees and ministry areas and 

focus groups, serve as Elders and 
Deacons, pay our bills and balance our 
financial accounts, maintain our church 

Library, and so, so, so much more!   
 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS !!  

VBS "Surf Shack" 2016 Needs  
(donations can be placed in the bin in office) 

 

-200 1 liter bottles (like water bottles)  
-200 Wide mouth bottles (like Gatorade) 
-200 Soda cans  
-Props and Costumes for drama (with your 
name on it if you want it returned) 
-Surf boards, paddle boards, and small boats 
for decorations July 18th to 22nd 

July 18-22 

Please sign up to provide a fun snack for Summer Nursery and 
Sunday School in June, July, or August!  Sign up on the Snack Sheet 

on the Narthex Board (outside of the sanctuary) OR let Rebecca 
know and she will add you to the list.  All you need to do is bring in 
treats to the Sprouts classroom (for 10 to 15 kids) and the Nursery 

(for 4 to 8 younger kids) by 10:15 am that Sunday.  Thank you! 

I am the vine; You are the branches.  
John 15: 5  

Our next Family Promise Host Week is at the end of this month,  

Sunday June 26 through Sunday, July 3. 

There are many ways you can participate in this meaningful ministry!   

Contact one of the following people to get more information: 

SETUP AND TEAR-DOWN  
Laurie Parker—lparker.81@hotmail.com 

 

PROVIDE MEALS  
Jodie Kercheval—jodiekercheval@gmail.com 

 

 STAY OVERNIGHT  
Gary Jones—gjones@jonesandsmith.com  

 

Training is provided, so first time volunteers are encouraged! 



A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE MAY 17, 2016, STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION 
 

 The meeting convened at 5:30pm in the Great Room with fellowship and dinner. 
 Following dinner members offered prayers concerning personal needs and needs of the church.  
 Purchasing Policy for the church was discussed. Elder Mitchell continues his work leading a group to further 

develop a workable document. 
 Nominating committee reported continuing difficulty in finding congregation members willing to be Elders 

or Deacons. Members were asked to consider how their respective committees or mission areas would 
operate with only nine Elders. 

 Discussed the concept of approving certain non-controversial issues via email. The practice will be limited to 
short notice requests for baptisms. 

 Plans were finalized for Appreciation Sunday, June 5, 2016. 
 Discussed the recent conference call regarding a capital campaign Presbytery-wide for upgrades to Tall 

Timber. 
 Approved the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to approve Rebecca Holland’s request for a 

reduction of hour to sixteen per week.  
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Bob Wygal 

Senior Shepherds 
 

     "The Fork in The Road" 
 

Senior Shepherds began back in July of 2006 with Hank Alkema "planting the idea" of providing an opportunity 
 for Seniors to meet and share fellowship in a warm and relaxed atmosphere.   

I'm sure you will agree that this purpose was accomplished each time we met for our Senior Shepherds 
Luncheons.  The first luncheon was held in August of 2006 .  At that time names were suggested for the group and 

Laveta Musser suggested "Senior Shepherds" and the fellowship was launched. 
 

  Through the years there has been  great support from volunteers to plan and prepare the meals and programs.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed facilitating these luncheons but realize I have reached a point in my life I call  

"a fork in the road".  I feel I need to pass on the leadership to  another person.  I would enjoy working along side 
someone to perhaps re-organize and keep the program active and help make a smooth transition. If this is 
something you think you’d be interested in, please talk to me!  We already have a great team of helpers. 

 

Thanks to all for great memories and all the hard working volunteers 'behind the scenes'  
that made this program so great.      

 
Mary Ellen Byerly 



Tierra Nueva Gang Ministry is much more than a line in the Budget of Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church.  Each 
Wednesday “Neaners”-Jose Israel Garcia hunkers down to compose messages on his laptop in the basement at 102 
Pine Street, Burlington.  He prays that letters to inmates and small remittances to prison commissary accounts will 
shine a light on people who he knows dwell in darkness. Each relationship matters to Neaners because of his own 
experience of prison life, with and without the presence of the Holy Spirit.  He testifies to the hope of renewal 
through Jesus Christ revealed to him by the pastoral care of Chris Hoke and Tierra Nueva.  
 

Neaners can use your prayers and many tangible gifts too.  Cards with envelopes, stamps, money orders for less 
than $10.00, each add to what he can do for an inmate this week and next month.  Could you write a letter of 
encouragement to start communication and then keep it going?  That commitment could expand the prison ministry 
and show compassion to a person who needs assurance that compassion is alive in the world. 
 

Mission Team is also working with Tierra Nueva Family Support Services to provide Birthday and Christmas gifts for 
children of inmates, especially those who have contact with TN’s prison ministry.  Can you be the one who provides 
that recognition of the parent’s concern for the welfare and happiness of a child? 
 

If you have something to offer please leave your name and contact information at the Church office with Michelle 
(360) 424-7675, or call Gary Jones at (360) 466-8597.  Attend the Mission Team Meeting Wednesday June 8 at noon 
in the Church Library for more information about mission and service at MVPC. 

Mission Focus: “Neaners” 

Celebrating  
the Baptism 

of Kimora Hansen 

I’ve been struck this month by what a gift it is to be your 
pastor.  I love helping the church to function, and helping 
people find their passion to serve the Lord.   
 

There’s been a lot to celebrate in worship recently with 
new members joining the church, a baptism, Pentecost 
and our latest 5th Sunday worship service.  But mostly I’ve 
been struck by the blessings of being invited into your lives 
to share in the joys and the struggles.  Things like meeting 
with Kimora to talk about the meaning of baptism, or 
showing up as moral support for someone’s custody 
hearing, or praying with someone before their medical 
procedure at the hospital  and being there for someone in 
the midst of relational stresses.   
 

I think these are some of the reasons I’ve been called here; 
to share life together and point to God’s presence in the 
highs and lows, the spectacular and the mundane.  It’s an 
honor I don’t take lightly, a privilege for which I’m grateful 
and an opportunity I’m glad I get to share with you. 
 

Thank you and many blessings, 
Pastor Dan 

A Message from  Pastor Dan 



I was born on a Sunday at noon on the shores of Puget Sound at 

Sand Point Naval Hospital in Seattle. As an active duty Marine 

Corps dependent I was whisked away crisscrossing the U.S. 

finding a church where we lived each time. I was baptized in 

Utica, New York at the Second Presbyterian Church. My parents 

always prominently hung a sign proclaiming, “God Bless Our 

Marine Corps Home” and new curtains at every duty station. My 

brother, Gary and I were dressed in our Sunday school best going 

with our parents to the local Presbyterian church to meet our 

new peers.  

 

I have fond memories of the churches at Camp Pendleton, CA 

where I received multiple attendance awards and at First 

Presbyterian Church in Grand Junction, CO where I sang in the 

children’s choir as a 4th grader.  

 

As I grew I knew church as a place that was a “forever home” in my transient life. I attended eight elementary 

schools and one middle school before my father decided it was time to retire from the Marine Corps. A sister, 

Susie (Susan) was born and we came back to Washington to my grandparents and Mount Vernon where my 

mother had been raised. As an eighth grader I joined the church with other peers but I had accepted Jesus into my 

heart in childhood. My youth group at MVPC was my shelter through the angst of my teen and young adult years. 

Our leaders were an ageless couple named, Dennis and Jean. They became my mentors as I learned new 

scriptures, linking me to the mission of caring for myself and my connection to the world. I became an Elder for  

the first time as a teen when the congregation decided there was a need to move to a more residential and larger 

facility on the hill. As I graduated from high school I planned to attend Skagit Valley College and then transfer to 

Western’s Woodring School of Education but this plan would wait for another day, 25 years down the road.  

I married in the sanctuary as the second bride to walk down the new center aisle.  

 

My husband and I quickly became youth volunteers, working along side others in strengthening the growing 

membership and pastor. Our family became whole with the birth of two daughters. They came to know MVPC  

as a second home with all of us participating in activities and growing relationships with other members and 

friends. After working 13 years as an Instructional Assistant at Burlington-Edison School District I enrolled at 

Western’s Woodring School of Education and became a certified Special Education teacher in 1997.  

 

The joys of those years stay with me but the bitterness of a long marriage break up has created a new start.  

I retired in 2015 from Madison Elementary in MVSD. Now my older daughter is working for Starbucks in 

technology and living in Ballard. My younger daughter is a full-time mother of my two precious grandson’s whom  

I see weekly in Mukilteo. Time away has been in Key West, FL to see my sister or to pan for gold on Jump Off Joe 

Creek in southern Oregon with my sweetie of many years, Dale Rutan. I continue to serve as an Elder assigned to 

Discipleship and Personnel, teach Saplings class (4th and up), Vacation Bible School 2016 (Discovery), participate  

in a lifelong passion of knitting with Knitting Fellowship.  

Meet Elder Patti Allen ! !  



 All men are invited to join us on the 4th Saturday of the 
month at 9:00 a.m. in Good Shepherd Hall for a delicious 

home-cooked breakfast and great conversation.   
If you have any questions about Men’s Breakfast,  

please speak to Bob Wygal. 

Men’s Breakfast 

June  Want to get more involved 
at MVPC? 

 

There are several ways to get involved in ministry  

at MVPC and newcomers are always welcome.   

Contact people are listed below. 
 

Mission Ministry Team:  Meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at noon at MVPC.   

Questions?  Talk to Gary Jones. 
 

Worship Ministry Team: The worship team meets 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m.     

at MVPC.  Questions?  Talk to David Neal. 
 

Prayer Team: The Prayer Team meets every 

Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the MVPC Library.   

Questions?  Talk to Pat Papadopulos. 
 

Check out the bulletin board near Good Shepherd 

Hall for other ways to get involved in worship 

and fellowship at MVPC.   
 

Listen for the Spirit … Blessings abound. 

2-Joanne Thomas 
3-Ted & Meredith Kostek 
5-Betty Washer 
7-Jan Eerkes 
7-Bill & Jan DeHon 
9-Mabel Long 
   Katie Thomas 
9-Don & Margo Wortham   
10-Ron Vander Stoep 
11-Bob Rauch 
   Don Riedel 
11-David & Ruth Neal 

12-Bavon Olwete 
    Jett Weston 
13-Ernie Eerkes 
20-Bob & Glenda Mitchell  
24- Dick Johnson 
    Virgil Parker 
    Carolyn Wortham 
25-Linda Walser 
26-Tom Long 
28-Iva Rauch 
29-Jim & Jean Byron 
     Bill & Eloise Stendal 

Are we missing your special date?  
Please contact Michelle in the church office at 

Michelle@MountVernonPres.org or  
424-7675 so we can celebrate with you! 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

The good fellowship, coffee, tasty refreshments,  
and warm fireplace go along with the spiritual lift.   

Come and see! 
  

All are welcome @ 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 

Want to keep up with  
what’s going on at MVPC?   

Check out the calendar that’s  
posted on our website! 

http://www.mountvernonpres.org/calendar/ 

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

Calling all cleaners  
and organizers! 

It’s time to clean out the Sunday School Craft 

Closet!  We need a few dedicated and inspired 

individuals to help Rebecca purge, restock and 

organize the craft supplies.  If this is something  

you’d like to do, please talk to Rebecca!   

The time and date will depend on the individuals 

who volunteer, so let her know you’re interested  

and what your availability is!    
 

Rebecca@MountVernonPres.org 
 

Thank You! 

4th Saturday of the Month  
Fellowship Opportunities  

for Men and Women 



“Sprouts” Sunday School Class 

Family Night 

Nursery Fun 

Making “care bags” for the homeless 



MVPC Children, Youth, & Family ~ June 2016  

 

SUNDAYS during 10:30 am Worship 

  Nursery (Birth to Preschool)  Summer Sunday School (Grade School) 

June 5th Rainbows     Noah Builds the Ark 

June 12th Animals     Two of Every Kind 

June 19th Father’s Day  Fun    Father’s Day Fun 

June 26th Find the Rainbow    The Rainbow Promise 

The MVPC kids will be exploring the story of Noah’s Ark during the month of June.  The Nursery Kids (Birth to 

Preschool) begin in the Nursery with snack, story, and activity.  The Sunday School Kids (Grade School Age) begin in 

worship and then are excused to our one room Summer Sunday School class in the Sprouts Room.  
 

 

June Mission Focus:  Heifer Disaster Relief Fund (with a focus on Nepal) 

The Sunday School class is collecting money and prayers to go toward a mission project each month 

this summer.  During the month of June, they will be raising money to donate to the Heifer Disaster 

Relief  Fund, focusing on their work in Nepal.  You can support them too! 

 

 

SUMMER FAMILY NIGHTS  

Family Nights meet every other Wednesday during June, July, and August from 5:30 to 6:30 pm for a 

bring your own picnic or a potluck at a local park or at someone’s home.  Please let Rebecca know if 

you would like to be on the email list and find out about our next fun location.  In June, we will be 

meeting on 6/1, 6/15, and 6/29.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

This summer the MVPC Youth will be meeting for a few fun activities and to help with this 

summer’s Vacation Bible School July 18th to 22nd.  Talk with Rebecca to find out more! 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016 

MVPC will be hosting (with First United Methodist Church) our annual Vacation Bible School for 

Preschool to 6th Grade, the mornings of July 18th to 22nd.  Register today! 
 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE 2015-2016 CYF VOLUNTEERS! 

Nursery/Seeds:  Jesse, Ellie, Amanda, Kurtis, Ruth, David, Pat, Jadelle, Margie, and Arlene  

Sprouts:  Laurie, Tracy, Darcy, Megan, Bob, Glenda, Doris, Britt, Barbara, Matt, and Paul 

Saplings Team:  Lou, Margo, Patti, and Gary 
 

 

“Like Us” on  facebook.com/MVPCChildrenYouthandFamilyMinistry 

Questions?  Contact Rebecca Holland, MVPC Children, Youth, and Family Director 



Regularly Scheduled Events @ MVPC: 
Prayer Group: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Library  

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

Small Groups:        Call the church to get connected to a small group! 

Family Night: Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at MVPC 

Chancel Choir:       Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Glorify!:   Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Senior Shepherds: Third Tuesday of the month at noon. Join us! 

Women’s Fellowship: Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Breakfast:   Fourth Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The Sunday Schedule at MVPC … 
 

9:00 Adult Education Hour  
Adult Classes: 
The Bible Class 

Join teacher Bob Rauch for an in-depth exploration of the Bible. This class is a discussion-based 
study and meets in the Conference Room. No prior Bible experience required. 

Kids Programs: 
Nursery Fun for birth-preschool age in the Church Nursery 
 

10:30 Worship and Children’s Sunday School 
Nursery Care available for infants through toddler in the Nursery 
Seeds Sunday School for preschool age kids in the Seeds Room 
Sprouts Sunday School for kindergarten-3rd Grade in the Sprouts Room (begin in worship) 
Saplings Sunday School for 4th-8th Grade in the Saplings Room (begin in worship) 
 

 11:45 Fellowship Time:  Please stay to enjoy treats and good conversation!   


